RESEARCH STRATEGY FLOWCHART
Choose topic. Focus it using a question.

Example: Do standardized tests help predict student success during college?

Brainstorm list of search terms (keywords) to use during research.

Examples: standardized test, SAT, ACT, college, student, GPA

Consult reference books (such as specialized encyclopedias) for background information
and bibliographies of other sources.

How to find reference books:

The Reference Collection (located to your right as you enter the library
from the entrance closest to the Student Center).

This list of reference books is arranged by call number. To narrow down your search, scroll down and limit (on the right) based on topic or language; many reference books may be checked out
Consult books for broad treatment of your topic
and for synthesizing a quantity of information.
(Books might also be anthologies—collections—of individual articles
by different authors.)

Search for books in our library by using the catalog.

The library also has a large collection of ebooks, which you can access from on- or off-campus

-OVER-

Use articles for a more specific, recent focus on your question
and for scholarly studies

Search article databases. 

Use the library’s “Articles/Databases” tab
Start by doing a general search of “selected EBSCOhost databases” in the search box using various combinations of keywords
Other cross-disciplinary databases: JSTOR, Project Muse
Or look for databases by subject
NexisUni is good database for very recent articles on current events.

Avoid articles in “popular” periodicals like Time, Newsweek, USA Today.

Use the more in-depth articles in periodicals like: The Atlantic, The Wall Street Journal (first register for access), The New York Times (first register for access), The New Yorker, The New Republic (use “search this publication” link where applicable).

 Ask professor if you’re not sure if a source is appropriate.
To browse recent issues of many magazines, use Flipster.
Use websites for current information
and both expert and non-expert opinions
Beware of unreliable information

Google Scholar generally will direct you to reliable sources, but it is not very complete; it is more efficient to use a College database
TIP: schedule an appointment with a research librarian to quickly identify the best sources for your paper. You can also email librarians with questions of any kind.

Librarians do not tell your professors about your questions or appointments, unless you want them to.

